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”LIVING AS SERVANTS” 

As We Gather 
Jesus taught His disciples an important lesson about servanthood the night before He was crucified. 
They were gathered for the Passover meal, and there was a basin of water for the washing of feet – a 
job reserved for the least of servants.  But it was Jesus who took the basin, knelt down, and began 
washing each disciple’s feet. It was an awkward moment, because they knew that He is the Son of God.  
Peter, speaking for group, protested, "Lord, you shall never wash my feet!” But Jesus summed up the 
lesson by saying, “…as I have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.  I have set 
you an example, that you should do as I have done for you” (John 13:14-15).  In the same way, God calls 
us to serve others as His hands, feet, and voice. 
 
Prelude “Prelude in F” J. S. Bach 
 
Opening Hymn “Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings” #782
1 Gracious God, You send great blessings 

    New each morning all our days. 
For Your mercies never ending, 
    For Your love we offer praise. Refrain 

 
ref Lord, we pray that we, Your people 

    Who Your gifts unnumbered claim, 
Through the sharing of Your blessings 
    May bring glory to Your name. 

 
 
2 By Your Word You formed creation 

    Filled with creatures large and small; 

As we tend that endless treasure 
    May our care encircle all. Refrain 

 
3 In His earthly life, our Savior 

    Knew the care of faithful friends; 
May our deeds of dedication 
    Offer love that never ends. Refrain 

 
D 4 Heav’nly Father, may our caring 

    Bear the imprint of Your grace; 
With the Son and Holy Spirit, 
    Praise be Yours in ev’ry place! Refrain 

Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: 
LSB Hymn License no. 110001400

 
Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Heavenly Father, we come to you as humble and grateful servants who give you praise and 

thanks for all the gifts that you give to us. 
C Lord, help us acknowledge you as the source of all good things. 
P We pray, Lord, that you will empower us to devote ourselves to leading productive lives of 

service for you. 
C Lord, use our hands, feet, and mouths as your channels of love, grace, and mercy to those 

around us. 
P Empower us to be like the Good Samaritan who had compassion on his neighbor and who gave 

his time, talents, and money to care for the person in need. 
C Help us to seek opportunities to share the love of Christ with our neighbors. 



P Help us, Lord, to use our thoughts, words, and deeds to serve you wholeheartedly through 
service to others. 

C Lord, we thank you for your gifts that enable us to do your work. 
P Lord, thank you for choosing to give us gifts that, when used faithfully, will edify and build up 

your church. 
C Lord, through the working of your Holy Spirit, empower us to serve. 
 
Confession and Absolution 
P Although God does empower us to serve, in our weakness we often fail to use His gifts to His glory.  

So let us now confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another. 
C Almighty God, we confess our sinfulness to You. By nature, we are unclean and are turned 

against Your will and Your ways. Our thoughts are not always righteous and pure, and our deeds 
are not always honorable and just. Our stewardship is often grudging, and our praise can 
become less than heartfelt. We have sinned against Your Law and deserve Your punishment. 
We are sorry for our sins and sincerely repent of them. We ask of You, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, that You would grant us forgiveness. By the power of the Holy Spirit, create in 
us clean hearts, that we may live with renewed lives. 

P Jesus came into the world and obeyed God’s Law perfectly for you. He died on the cross to pay 
the price for the guilt of your sins. In the stead and by the command of our gracious Lord Jesus 
Christ, and as His called and ordained servant, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of 
the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. Thanks be to God! 

 
T  WORD  T 

 
Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, You crown the fields with Your blessing and permit us to gather in the fruits of the 

earth.  As stewards of Your creation, may we receive Your gifts in humble thankfulness and share 
Your bounty with those in need; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Old Testament Reading T  Circumcise Your Heart  T Deuteronomy 10:12–13 
“And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require of you, but to fear the Lord your God, to walk in 
all his ways, to love him, to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and to 
keep the commandments and statutes of the Lord, which I am commanding you today for your good? 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Choir Anthem “Rejoice in the Lord” L. Larson

  



Epistle T  To Live is Christ  T Philippians 1:1-11, 19-27 
 Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, to all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, with the 
overseers and deacons: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I thank 
my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer 
with joy, because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. And I am sure of this, 
that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. It is right 
for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me 
of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my 
witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. And it is my prayer that your love may 
abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve what is 
excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that 
comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.  
 For I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my 
deliverance, as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full 
courage now as always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death. For to me to live 
is Christ, and to die is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall 
choose I cannot tell. I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for 
that is far better. But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account. Convinced of this, I 
know that I will remain and continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith, so that in me 
you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again. Only let your 
manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I 
may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith 
of the Gospel. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Holy Gospel T  A Mother’s Request T  Matthew 20:20-28 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 20th chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord 
 Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came up to him with her sons, and kneeling before him she 
asked him for something. And he said to her, “What do you want?” She said to him, “Say that these two 
sons of mine are to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom.” Jesus answered, 
“You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I am to drink?” They said to 
him, “We are able.” He said to them, “You will drink my cup, but to sit at my right hand and at my left 
is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared by my Father.” And when the ten 
heard it, they were indignant at the two brothers. But Jesus called them to him and said, “You know 
that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. It 
shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and whoever 
would be first among you must be your slave, even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to 
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C Praise to You, O Christ 
  
  



Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and sits at the 
     right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Sermon Hymn “Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way” #857
1 Lord, help us walk Your servant way 

     Wherever love may lead 
And, bending low, forgetting self, 
    Each serve the other’s need. 

 
2 You came to earth, O Christ, as Lord, 

    But pow’r You laid aside. 
You lived Your years in servanthood; 
    In lowliness You died. 

 
3 No golden scepter but a towel 

    You place within the hands 

*Of those who seek to follow You 
    And live by Your commands. 

 
4 You bid us bend our human pride 

    Nor count ourselves above 
The lowest place, the meanest task 
    That waits the gift of love. 

 
5 Lord, help us walk Your servant way 

    Wherever love may lead 
And, bending low, forgetting self, 
    Each serve the other’s need. 

Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission:  
LSB Hymn License no. 110001400

 
Sermon 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 
Offering—may be left in the offering plates near the doors as you leave – today there are also boxes 

there to drop off your stewardship commitment form for 2023.  Those worshipping at home may 
continue to mail or drop off offerings at the church office, and on-line giving is available to everyone 
on our website at www.stpauloaklawn.org. For information about regular electronic giving, please 
contact the church office.   

 
Faith Journey Speaker  Pastor John 
 
Offertory Meditation 

T  Service of the Sacrament  T 

Preface 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

http://www.stpauloaklawn.org/


P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
Proper Preface 
 
Lord's Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven… 
 
The Words of Our Lord 
 
Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

 

T  Distribution of the Sacrament  T 
 
Piano Selection “Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus” R. Hillert 
 
Hymn “Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus” #685
1 Let us ever walk with Jesus, 

    Follow His example pure, 
Through a world that would deceive us 
    And to sin our spirits lure. 
Onward in His footsteps treading, 
    Pilgrims here, our home above, 
    Full of faith and hope and love, 
Let us do the Father’s bidding. 
    Faithful Lord, with me abide; 
    I shall follow where You guide. 

 
2 Let us suffer here with Jesus 

    And with patience bear our cross. 
Joy will follow all our sadness; 
    Where He is, there is no loss. 
Though today we sow no laughter, 
    We shall reap celestial joy; 
    All discomforts that annoy 
Shall give way to mirth hereafter. 
    Jesus, here I share Your woe; 
    Help me there Your joy to know. 

 

3 Let us gladly die with Jesus. 
    Since by death He conquered death, 
He will free us from destruction, 
    Give to us immortal breath. 
Let us mortify all passion 
    That would lead us into sin; 
    And the grave that shuts us in 
Shall but prove the gate to heaven. 
    Jesus, here with You I die, 
    There to live with You on high. 

 
4 Let us also live with Jesus. 

    He has risen from the dead 
That to life we may awaken. 
    Jesus, You are now our head. 
We are Your own living members; 
    Where You live, there we shall be 
    In Your presence constantly, 
Living there with You forever. 
    Jesus, let me faithful be, 
    Life eternal grant to me. 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship.  
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001400 

  



Choir Anthem “All Around the World” N. Sleeth
 
Communion Blessing 
P The true Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to 

life everlasting.  Depart T in peace.   
 
Closing Word 1 Chronicles 29:10–13 
P Blessed are You, O Lord, the God of Israel, our Father forever and ever. 
C Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, for 

all that is in the heavens and in the earth is Yours. 
P Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and You are exalted as head above all. 
C Both riches and honor come from You, and You rule over all things. 
P In Your hand are power and might, and in Your hand it is to make great and to give strength to all. 
C And now we thank You, our God, and praise Your glorious name. 
 
P Let us pray 

Blessed Savior, Jesus Christ, You have given Yourself for us on the cross and revealed yourself 
through Your Word. By Your grace, and because of Your love, keep us in Your faith and favor,  
that we may live in You even as You live in us. May Your Body and Blood strengthen us and 
preserve us in the true faith to life everlasting. 

C Amen  
 
Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn “Praise to You and Adoration” #692
1 Praise to You and adoration, 

    Blessèd Jesus, Son of God, 
Who, to serve Your own creation, 
    Came to share our flesh and blood. 
Guide me that I never may 
From Your fold or pastures stray, 
    But with zeal and joy exceeding 
    Follow where Your steps are leading. 

 

2 Hold me ever in Your keeping; 
    Comfort me in pain and strife. 
In my laughter and my weeping 
    Be with me throughout my life. 
Give me greater love for You, 
And my faith and hope renew 
    In Your birth, Your life, and passion, 
    In Your death and resurrection. 

            Text: Public domain 

 
Postlude “Postlude in F Major” J. Kindermann 

  



TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT 

Living as Servants 
As we’re reminded by Jesus’ Words in Matthew 20, “… the Son of Man did not come to be served, 

but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many,” Jesus’ life was one of total sacrifice, but for us, 
the concept of serving rather than being served isn’t a natural one. Our inborn desire is to be served 
and to have our own needs met rather than to see to the needs of others.  God’s love alone is able to 
transform our hearts and minds from wanting to please ourselves to wanting to serve others, and 
seeing others as our brothers and sisters in Christ helps us follow His command to love our neighbors 
as ourselves (Mark 12:31). 

God brings us into a proper relationship with Him so that we can begin to “serve one another in love.”  
As imitators of Christ (Ephesians 5:1), who lived a life of compassion for others, we too will want to 
serve those in need out of love for Christ and His people.  

Christ didn’t consider a life of servanthood to be beneath Him, and neither should we. Through 
service, we put our faith into action.  

 
TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS AND THANKS 
Anthems:  The St. Paul Choir, directed by Ruth Sievers 
Lector:  Betty Shamasko 
Altar Care:  Ruth Diver 
Faith Journey Speaker:  Pastor John 
Flowers on the Altar are from Betty Shamasko 
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2021 Concordia Publishing House.  All rights reserved. 
Used by permission.  Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. 

“Fulfilling God’s Purpose” resources © Copyright Parish Publishing, LLC.  May not be copied without permission. 
www.parishpublishing.org 
 

TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT 

Announcements & Notes: 

If you brought your commitment cards for 2023, there are boxes by the offering plates in the narthex; 

in the wings just drop them in the offering plates. Extra copies are available if you need one. 

EVERYONE is invited to the Timothy Room for a time of food and fellowship hosted by our Stewardship 

Committee – they’ve prepared a brunch for EVERONE, and as always, the coffee is on, so PLEASE 

COME. Next week we’ll return to our regular bible study time. 

All women are invited to the free “Welcome Luncheon” that the Ladies Guild is hosting this Tuesday, 

October 25th at 1:00 PM.  Please sign up TODAY! There’s a clipboard on the counter outside the 

church office. 

You’re invited to a free concert this afternoon at 3:00! The “Magical Keys” will perform at Zion Lutheran 

at 90th and Menard in Oak Lawn.  Refreshments will be served, bring a friend! 

The Southwest Lutheran Chorus rehearsals are at 7pm on Monday evenings in the Timothy Room.  

They’re preparing for a Christmas song festival to be held in December.  If you enjoy singing (any 

voice part), we invite you to join us! 

The Chosen Bible study continues on Thursday evenings at 6:30 in the Timothy Room.  



Please pray for these members of our St. 

Paul family 

Bob & Sue Marcinkowski Graham Jackson  

Patricia Murdoch  The Polezoes Family 

Cathy Gleason  Beverly Fishbaugh 

Dawn McNicholas  Flora Jones 

Janice Przybycien  Kevin Hickey 

Mary Ann Colander  Art Hornburg 

Melva Smith   Lois Kaminske 

Carol Small   Mike Degidio 

Norma Silinski  Beverly Sellers 

Lenore Curran  Betty Beegle 

Delphine Cherry  Ron Klingensmith 

Louis Frank   Betty Kruckow 

Herta Iversen   Loretta Frank 

The Giacobbe Children Marge Rochlitz 

Ron Hickey   Julie & Larry Gurga 

Ingrid Lesko   Katherine Hice 

Gloria Meyer   Jan Briede 

Delores Stegemann  Warren Miller 

Kurt Seehofer  Stan Wirtschoreck  

Doris Potts 

 

Please let the church office know when your 

need for our congregational prayers is over 

(708) 423-1040. 

 

A Pancake Breakfast  

for a Great Cause! 

A Pancake Brunch and Bake Sale to 

benefit “Operation Blessing,” will be held 

at Moraine Valley Church on Saturday, 

Oct. 29 from 8am-1pm. Flyers are in the 

narthex and wings; Operation Blessing 

offers A LOT of support to our Faith in 

Action food pantry and to so many others 

in the area. 
 

 

See facing page for more  

important announcements.

Please pray for these friends and family of our 

members: 

Andrew Mrochen  Vern Howe 

Eugene Marcinkowski  Roberta & Carlos Owens 

Denise DeLaurentis  Dorothy Kroll 

Barb & Emily Feehan  Mark Fishbaugh 

Bob Hessert   Georgiana Easton 

Jackie Plichta   Patricia Paulsen 

Ken Kruckow   Janet Trierweiler 

Alan Hecke   Vicki Warren 

Matt Favero   Sandra Wilson 

Michelle Mitchell  Al Silinski 

Pam Palhegyi   Carol Milazzo 

Rich Huscher   The Lamberth Family 

Jerry Gross   Brenda Gurgel 

Gloria Folsom   Mary Beth Pasqua 

Shirley Fairchild  Simeon Hoppe 

Ron Lunt   Christopher Kosary 

Sandy Plath   Iris McCoy 

Shirley Demyres  Raquel Rameriz 

Nick & Bridget DeAngelo Henry Bonder 

Kim & Shawn Skelton, Sr. Kyle Hughes 

Elaine Hoffstetter  Fred Raddatz 

Allyson Seehofer  Selma Carmichael 

Bernadette & Rich Trusk Dana Kahn 

Donald Hakanson  Guillermo Ramirez 

Paul Noffke   Sue Sortino 

Pam Brown   Lisa Sanders 

Shawn Harland  Ann Herold 

Barb Potter   Wayne Volk 

Charley Heitz   Sharon Bryant 

Doris Potts   Robert Gonzalez 

Doreen Holford  Janice Hernandez 

Judy Collins   Phyllis Hicks 

Maryann Krieg (Wilke)  Pam Kirk 

Jimmy Kennedy, Jr.  Monica Iversen 

Cathy Becker   Ken Matz 

Jean & Al Zirbel  Heather & Josh Turro 

Pastor Mark Willig  Carol Loecherbach 

Paul Moeller   Carl Hoppe 

Debbie Guarascio  Sophia Salus 

Justin & Ashley Fasel  Frank Coglinase 

Nora Maculitis   Gene Wawrzynikowski 

Kimberly Rooney  Rhonda Scott 

Helena Hoffman  Kim Koenig 

Julie Rottier  



 


